
Patron:  Dr. Ken Michael                                                      President:  Susan Payne 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Thank you for your enquiry regarding becoming a member of the Watercolour Society of Western 
Australia. 
 
The Watercolour Society of WA is an internationally recognised society that is committed to the 
world-wide promotion of the watercolour medium. The first object of the Society’s Constitution is: 
 
“To promote public interest in watercolours and to advance the knowledge of members in 
watercolour painting” 
 
The Society is well aware of its responsibility to promote watercolour therefore its members need 
to have reached a sufficiently advanced level of expertise and understanding of this challenging 
and much-loved medium. To achieve this, we have a selection process which is as follows: 
 
We require applicants to bring five watercolour paintings to a general meeting, at least two of which 
need to be framed to exhibition standard, the remaining three need to have a mount and be covered 
in cellophane or transparent plastic. The standard is high, so we recommend you select your very 
best works which illustrate your understanding of the medium, technical ability and artistic merit. Pen 
and wash and gouache are acceptable but not mixed media – we have a saying “Watercolour should 
be the hero of your work”. If you would like to discuss your submission with an experienced member, 
please let me know.    
  
Your paintings are displayed anonymously to the members present who are encouraged to consider 
your creativity, composition, tonal value, use of colour, drawing skill, perspective and brushwork. 
  
To become a member, a 60% vote for acceptance by the members present is required. Those 
gaining between 50% and 59% will be awarded associate membership. Associate members enjoy 
the same privileges as full members but are unable to vote in ballots and are limited to exhibiting 
one pre-approved painting at our Annual Awards Exhibition. They are encouraged to re-submit 
paintings for full membership as soon as they feel confident to do so. 
  
We encourage you to visit our website www.watercolourswa.org.au and spend some time looking at 
the biographies and paintings of our current members which will give you an idea of the standard 
required. 
 
Should you not be selected for membership the first time, please do not be discouraged. As soon as 
you feel you have a suitable selection of paintings, we would welcome your resubmission. 
  
We look forward to receiving your application.  Please contact me by phone on 92714573 or by email 
at merediths45@hotmail.com  to arrange a meeting date for you to present your paintings. 
  
  
Kind Regards, 
  
Meredith Scull, 
NEW MEMBER COORDINATOR 
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